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 What is CSS? 
CSS is a way to define how certain parts of a web 

page should look. For example, I can make all 

headings a certain font or all links a certain color.  

This tutorial assumes that you are familiar with 

HTML coding as far as basic coding and tags go. 

Getting Started 

CSS works when you tell the web browser to select 

all the elements on a page with a certain attribute 

and apply a certain property.  For example, if I 

wanted to color all the text in links (a tags) pink, then my selector would be a and my property would 

be color: pink. 

A few examples of selectors 
a 

body 

div 

img 

table 

…etc 

Any tag in HTML can be a selector, so I can tell the web browser to select every table 
in a web page, or the entire body of a web page, etc. 

a:hover 

a:visited 
Just as we can select all links (a tags), we can select all links that the mouse happens to 
be hovering over with the selector a:hover and apply a certain property (for example, 
change its color), or we can select all links that you’ve already visited with a:visited.  
The text :hover or :visited that you append to a tag name is called a pseudo-class, 
and if you’re interested, you can learn more about them at:  
<http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_pseudo_classes.asp> 

p,td,div A selector doesn’t have to be just one element.  The selector p,td,div selects every 
element in the web page that is either a p, td, or div tag. 

 

Some useful properties 
color: blue Intuitively, the color property changes the color of the text in the elements 

selected by the selector, so if we use the property color: purple, the text will 

be displayed in purple.  If you wanted to use colors that you can’t name, you can 
use hexadecimal color codes, which describe an exact color using red, blue and 
green components.  For example, a shade of gray is #777777 when represented in 
hexadecimal, so the property color: #777777 will make the text that shade of gray.  
For information about and a neat tool to visualize hexadecimal color codes, see: 
<http://www.bmk.com.au/cgi-bin/colors.php> 

background: 

#CCEEFF 
Similarly, the background property sets the background of the element selected 
(no really?).  You can use colors like blue and purple just as in the color 
property, but you can also use an image as a background.  To use an image, you 
would specify the url of the image like so: 
background: url('http://site.not/image.jpg'). 

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_pseudo_classes.asp
http://www.webmonkey.com/reference/color_codes/
http://www.bmk.com.au/cgi-bin/colors.php
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font-family You can specify the font that text should be displayed in with font-family.  For 
example, the property font-family: arial, helvetica, "Trebuchet MS"; 
would make the browser look for the font arial, and if it doesn’t find that, use 
Helvetica, or Trebuchet MS.  Note that there are parentheses around that font 
name because it contains a space. 

font-size You can make the text in an element a certain font size.  You usually specify text 
sizes in points (pt), where normal text is probably 12pt.  For example, to make the 

font size of text 16 points, you would use font-size: 16pt;.  You can also 

use relative font sizes, like +2 points (+2pt) to make the font 2 points bigger than 
normal. 
There are other units like em, %, etc, but that’s not necessary to use font-size.  If 
you want to know more, see: 
<http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_units.asp> 

If you just want to make one element a certain style, you can add an attribute called style to the tag 

and fill that in with what the properties that you want.  For example, if I wanted to make a certain h1 

tag colored blue and have a font size of 16 points, the code would look like: 

<html> 

<body> 

<h1 style="color: blue;font - size: 16pt; "> Hello.  I am in a h1 tag.</h1> 

</body> 

</html> 

Notice that the semicolon is used to separate the two properties. 

CSS is placed between <style></style> tags, and each command placed in the tags would have 

the form selector {property1: value1; property2: value2;}.  For example, if I wanted the 

body of a document to have a black background, white text, all h1 tags to have 16 point font:  

<html> 

<head> 

<style> 

body{  

 background: black;  

 color:white;  

}  

h1{  

 font - size: 16pt;  

}  

</style> 

</head> 
<body> 

<h1>Hello.  I am in a h1 tag.</h1><br> 

Blahblahblah<br> 

<h1>Hello.  I am in another h1 tag.</h1> 

</body> 
</html> 

Note that white space or line breaks don’t matter in (2), but we have to put all the properties in one 

line in (1). 

< 

1 

2 

http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_units.asp

